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AMBASSADOR AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY
TOKYO

MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TO JAPAN

I would like to extend my warmest congratulations to the Japan-Australia-New Zealand
Association of Toyama (Toyama JANZ) on the 40th anniversary of its founding. Over the
past forty years, the Toyama JANZ has made a great contribution to the Australia-Japan
bilateral relationship by building on the people-to-people links in both countries.

When the Toyama JANZ was established as the Japan Australia Association in 1982, its
mission statement spoke of the importance of the partnership between our two countries
and the need to deepen understanding between our cultures.

The last forty years have indeed seen incredible growth in the bilateral relationship. Trade
and economic ties have continued to strengthen, and Australia and Japan have become
indispensable partners in promoting a free, open and prosperous Indo-Pacific region.

True friends are there for each other in the most difficult of times. When Australia faced
destructive bushfires in 2019-2020, Japan deployed Self Defence Force personnel and
resources to assist with the recovery effort. Similarly, when Japan was struck by the Great
East Japan Earthquake and Tsunami, Australia was one of the first countries to send
search and rescue personnel to assist with the emergency response.

I was delighted that, despite the challenges presented by COVID-19, Australian glass
artist, Kirstie Rea was able to hold her “Breadth of Stillness” exhibition at the world-
famous Toyama Glass Art Museum in 2022. This successful exhibition was an important
representation of Australian culture in Japan, showcasing the work of a prominent
Australian artist to the people of Toyama.

This year, Australia and New Zealand will co-host one of the largest sporting events of
the year, the Women’s FIFA Football World Cup. It will be an opportunity to celebrate
women’s sporting excellence and I am looking forward to seeing the world’s best
women’s football players, including from Japan, Australia and New Zealand playing in the
tournament.

Congratulations again on this occasion. I have confidence that Toyama JANZ will keep
building stronger bonds between Australia and Japan.

Yours sincerely,

Justin Hayhurst
Australian Ambassador to Japan
April 2023
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Message from the New Zealand Ambassador

On the occasion of the 40th anniversary of the establishment of the Toyama
Japan-Australia New Zealand Society, I would like to extend my heartfelt
congratulations. I would like to thank Chairman Hachiro Nitta and members for

your continued support and understanding of New Zealand over these years.

Although the spread of the new coronavirus has caused unprecedented worldwide
concern, relations between the two countries are secure. Last April, former Prime
Minister Jacinda Ardern visited Japan to re-connect following the pandemic and
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of the establishment of diplomatic relations
between our two countries. Just recently, Minister of Foreign Affairs Nanaia
Mahuta visited Japan to discussed urgent issues such as regional security, defense,
economic development, and climate change. The Minister repeatedly mentioned
the importance of trust-building based on personal exchanges. This is a true
testament to the significance of your association's existence. This July, the FIFA
Women's World Cup will be co-hosted by New Zealand and Australia. This
year also marks the 130th anniversary of New Zealand being the first country in
the world to win women's suffrage. I look forward to even more active bilateral

exchanges in a wide range of fields.

I strongly wish for the continued growth of the Toyama Japan-Australia New
Zealand Society and for the further deepening of the relationship between New

Zealand and Japan.

L

Hamish Cooper
New Zealand Ambassador
March 2023
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